
Amherst’s Conservation  
Current Conditions  

Natural Resource Highlights 
Geology, Soils, Topography, and Slope 
• Ridge lines and hills separated by valleys pro-

vide vistas that enhance the town’s appearance 
and character 

• 25% of Amherst’s total area is rated as having 
low or very low potential for individual septic 
system 

Water Resources 
• Souhegan River—4.5 miles in Amherst 
• Joe English Brook—4.4 miles in Amherst 
• Beaver Brook and several tributaries 
• Baboosic Lake and several other ponds 
• Vernal pools and extensive wetlands 

Water Supply 
• Amherst has the most productive groundwater 

resources in the region and supplies drinking wa-
ter for three towns 

Habitat and Wildlife 
• Extensive forestlands and associated wildlife 
• Agricultural landscapes and wildlife 
• 7 species of rare plants 
• 14 species of rare animals 
• Vernal pools contribute to biodiversity 
• More than 24 miles of trails 
• Amherst Conservation Commission has pro-

tected more than 2,400 acres—about 11% of 
town’ total area 

What Does It Mean? 
• Amherst has many areas of natural 

beauty but many important natural 
resources remain unprotected 

• The potential to create corridors that 
connect already protected areas re-
mains largely unrealized 

• Uncontrolled development is likely to 
intrude on some of the vistas of ridge 
lines, hills, forests, and agricultural 
areas that define much of Amherst’s 
character and appearance 

• Amherst’s groundwater is a critical 
regional resource 

• Protection of key wildlife habitats is 
important for maintaining biodiver-
sity 

• The future of the New Boston Air 
Station (more than 700 acres) will be 
a critical factor in maintaining wild-
life habitat and preserving the town’s 
character 

• Amherst has a highly motivated, 
skilled, and active Conservation 
Commission 

• Town has supported land acquisition 
for conservation 

See draft section of Amherst’s 2008 Master Plan Phase 1 report for additional de-
tails and sources. 
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Amherst’s Conservation  
What We Want 

Voice of Amherst 1 
“Our wildlife and abundant natural resources help 
define our town’s character.” 

“Amherst’s tree-shaded winding roads and stone-
walls add to the town’s appearance and need pro-
tection.” 

“We need a system of trails and safe walking ar-
eas.” 

“Amherst’s rural land seems to be disappearing 
and residential subdivisions seem to be appearing 
everywhere.  Development is not controlled.  Am-
herst is not a rural town anymore—it is becoming a 
suburb.” 

Goals to Light the Future 2 
Continue to preserve Amherst’s natural resources 
and rural landscapes including aquifers, prime agri-
cultural soils, forests, scenic vistas, wildlife habi-
tats, and water and air quality for the sustainable 
health, safety and welfare of current and future gen-
erations.  To achieve this goal we will need to: 

• Preserve a diversity of habitat types for the 
benefit of residents and the environment, in-
cluding both large and small tracts of agricul-
tural and forest lands, grasslands, wetlands, ver-
nal pools, and other natural habitats. 

• Protect Amherst’s extensive water resources 
for the benefit of residents and the environment, 
including surface water features, groundwater, 
and aquifer areas. 

1 Resident input, based on various visioning exercises. 
2 Developed based on Steering Committee and resident input.. 
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water quantity including land overlaying aqui-
fers, watersheds and buffers adjacent to sur-
face waters such as streams, lakes, and wet-
lands. 

2. Ensure that development does not compro-
mise (degrade) water quality. 

3. Protect shoreline (riparian) buffers that filter 
out pollutants before water discharges into 
lakes, streams and wetlands.  (See also Open 
Space and Diversity of Habitats Objective #5.) 

4. Encourage the expansion of water quality 
monitoring programs on Amherst’s lakes, 
streams, and wetlands and its regionally im-
portant groundwater aquifers. 

5. Assure that proper erosion control measures 
and Best Management Practices (BMPs) for 
storm water are in place when land use altera-
tions occur. 

6. Foster the preservation of an intact forest can-
opy and under story on steep slopes that are 
susceptible to erosion. 

7. Continue to discourage the placement of 
structures within the 100-year floodplain to 
guidelines set forth by FEMA - NFIP. 

8. Participate in inter-municipal water resources 
management efforts. 

9. View development in light of the town's 
role as a watershed steward, considering 
the critical combination of water and land 
resources. 

10. Include the wetlands and ponded areas on ei-
ther side of Pond Parish and Spring Roads 
with Great Meadow and Ponemah Bog as Ar-
eas of Environmental Concern due to their 
wildlife and aquifer recharge attributes. 

 

 

Amherst’s Conservation  
What We Can Do 1 

To Preserve a Diversity of  
Habitats 
1. Continue to develop a comprehensive inven-

tory of significant natural resources and habi-
tat types and prioritize them for their impor-
tance to the well being of wildlife and Am-
herst residents. 

2. Protect habitats of rare species of plants and 
animals. 

3. Avoid fragmentation of large forested areas. 
4. Protect and develop corridors, connections 

between existing and future protected areas. 
5. Develop a town-wide trail network (see dis-

cussion in Transportation and Natural Re-
sources Inventory reposts). 

6. Encourage the protection of shoreline 
(riparian) buffers that are essential for the pro-
tection of wildlife.  (See also Water Resources 
Objectives #3.) 

7. Continue to protect agricultural landscapes 
and other conservation opportunity area, as 
they are major determinants of the town’s 
character. 

8. Increase public access to protected areas 
where appropriate. 

9. Develop a strategy for the passive recreational 
use and protection of the New Boston Air Sta-
tion. 

10. Protect important views and view-sheds, in-
cluding ridgelines, which help define the 
town’s character.   

11. Provide creative zoning and subdivision regu-
lations that maximize the preservation of open 
space associated with residential subdivisions. 

12. Consider the impacts of new land uses on eco-
system function and habitat integrity. 

To Protect Water Resources 
1. Conserve land that protects water quality and 

1 Potential objectives and strategies for discussion. 
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